Sharmila Sen 

sharmila_sen@harvard.edu 
Office hrs: By appointment 



English E-225/ Postcolonial Narratives 
Spring 2008, Tu 5:30-7:30 



1/29 Introduction: What, when, where, who is postcolonial? 

2/5 Heart of Darkness (Joseph Conrad) 

2/12 Things Fall Apart (Chinua Achebe) 

2/19 Things Fall Apart (Chinua Achebe) 

"The Language of African Literature" (Ngugi wa Thiongo) 

2/2 6 Nervous Conditions (Tsitsi Dangarembga) 

3/4 Nervous Conditions (Tsitsi Dangarembga) 

3/11 "Caliban" (Roberto Fernandez Retamar) 

Excerpts from Pleasures of Exile (George Lamming) 

3/18 Cambridge (Caryl Phillips) 

4/1 Cambridge (Caryl Phillips) 

4/8 Lagaan (dir. Ashutosh Gowariker) [screening time TBA] 

4/15 Lagaan (dir. Ashutosh Gowariker) 

4/22 Midnight's Children (Salman Rushdie) 

4/29 Midnight's Children (Salman Rushdie) 

5/6 After postcolonial: wrap-up 



Requirements : 

20% Class Participation 

30% Shorter paper (5pp.) — due 3/18/06 (paper topics assigned) 

50% Longer paper (lOpp) — due 5/13/06 (choose your own topic) 

Texts : 

All books available at the COOP and on reserve at Groassman. Coursepack 
at Gnomon Copy. Please order Lagaan will be screened on campus. You may 
also rent it from Netflix or your local video store. 

Suggested secondary readings : 

While these are all suggested readings, you are strongly urged to read 
all of them alongside the primary texts during the relevant weeks. The 
starred texts are especially important for your comprehension of many 
of the ideas pertinent to English E-225. You might also use some of 
these readings to help build your argument for the papers. 



The bibliography at the end is intended to help you explore 
postcolonial studies in the future. Please feel free to discuss any of 
them with me if you wish. 

Weeks 1-2 

Said, Edward. "The Scope of Orientalism." Orientalism * 
Loomba, Ania. Colonialism/ 'Postcolonlallsm (excerpt)* 

Weeks 7-9 

Dabydeen, David. "Teaching West Indian Literature in Britain" 



Weeks 10-14 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington. "Minute on Indian Education"* 
Rushdie, Salman. Imaginary Homelands (excerpt)* 

Ghosh, Amitav. Letter to the Commonwealth Prize Committee (online)* 
Trivedi, Harish. Interrogating Post-Colonialism (excerpt) 
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